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(57) Abstrac t^ An encoding device and metiiod, a decoding device and method, an edition device and metliod, a recording medium, 
and a proffam capable of performing encoding and decoding without causing failure of a buffer. A random access point header 
contained in the accessible points in the bit stream includes informaUon on the minimum bit rate, the minimum buffer size, the 
minimum initial delay time, and the like. A bit stream analysis unit (72) analyzes the bit stream which has been inputted, sets the 
aforementioned information, and ou^uts it to a buffer information addiUon unit (73). The buffer information addition unit (73) adds 
the inputted information to the inputted bit stream and outputs it. Tlie present invention can be applied to an encoding device and a 
decoding device handling bit streams. 
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